
Grace and Spiritus Chorale of Brooklyn 
 
Board Meeting 4.2.2014 
At Ellen Telzer’s Apartment 
7 pm 
 
In attendance: Jason Asbury, Eliza Hicks, Ellen Telzer, Alan Beck, Priscilla Reichel,  
Didi Rick, Gordon Reynolds, Debra Victoroff, David Behl, Carol Weinrod-Velez. 
 
Eliza handed out copies of the Agenda for the meeting. 
 
Music Director’s remarks: 
The plans for the spring concert are going well. The consistency in attendance is lacking. 
Carmina Burana was chosen for high name recognition. Jason said we ‘need to talk it up’ to get 
a wide audience. We will have a student Soprano soloist and Peter Clark ( soloist who will bring 
his own following which will increase the audience #s). 
 
The June Sing In:  
Is an event for a get together of various choral groups in Brooklyn, 7 invited including the Park 
Slope Singers, Bella Voce. Each group has its own repertoire, each conductor will have 10 
minutes, and we will all sing every piece. This is not an audience event. May be up to 200 
singers. Venue to be determined, will see what other groups come up with. Date is Wed. 
6/25/2014. 
 
Dates for Annual Meeting and Board Retreat: 
Eliza spoke: The Annual Meeting will be the last official meeting of all G&S members and will 
take place on Wed. May 14, 2014. The Annual Board Retreat will be on Wed. May 21, 2014.   
 
Next Year’s Board: 
Will need to bring in new members of the Board (Laura Brophy is taking a hiatus). Our goal is to 
have a Board with new members who are professionals in the community, not necessarily 
singers, but persons who have served on boards, have experience and contacts for fundraising 
who can help build a point of view among our group. Looking for someone with experience who 
has been an executive director of development of an arts organization. We will create a list of 
Brooklyn leaders. More interested in getting individuals who have specific skills rather than 
expecting perfect attendance at every meeting. There will be a committee to select new 
members, we will widen our search and ask members if they know any candidates and recruit. 
Jason wants each board member to ask 3 people. 
 
Jason: People are going to be excited about creating relationships that will increase our  
presence in Brooklyn. 
Finance Committee: 
Eliza: Want new, young singers who will revitalize the chorus. 



Ellen reminded board members that each member needs to contribute something  to show 
100% board contribution which is essential for grant applications. Can be small donation. 
 
Donor cocktail party is on May 6th at Didi and Barry’s apartment. It is a cultivation event. Eliza 
and Jason feel we should class it up with glass wine glasses and a full bar. Ellen expressed 
some concern about cost, Jason said to look at it as an investment that will bring big return. 
 
Debra brought a pamphlet from the Brooklyn Arts Council that had many good contacts.  
 
Ellen:  A letter is going out in April to ‘Lysunts’, people who have contributed in the past but not 
recently.  
 
Gordon mentioned that a good way to fund raise is to get matching partners for donations. 
 
Concert Committee: 
Eliza suggested chorus dress in colors for our next performance and photo shoot to look less 
somber. Deb thought we could dress in theme for Carmina Burana. 
David asked about the risers at Saint Ann’s Church for the Spring concert, Jason said the staff 
at SA’s school will drop them off and pick them up. Eliza showed her music score which she 
covered in black paper which will look like a black folder but is much lighter to hold. 
Jason talked about our collaborate effort with The String Orchestra of Brooklyn (SBO) in 
November ‘14 to perform Cavalleria Rusticana - a one act opera very familiar to audiences. 
 
Membership Committee: 
Eliza spoke about getting volunteers to help Priscilla for snacks. We will recruit 2 or 3 assistants.  
Debra stated that there are some choral members who have not paid dues, she will send emails 
reminders to those individuals. Some members took scores and did not sing, and haven’t 
returned the music. Discussion about what to do for members who cannot afford the dues? 
Perhaps a scholarship. If anyone has a problem paying they should speak to Debra. 
 
Ad Campaign: 
Doing well so far with merchant ads, still have places to ask, last opportunity to get ads now. 
Ellen stated paper and email invitations are coming out very soon.  
 
Publicity 
Postcards and Poster: Gordon is designing again this semester.  
 
Name Change: 
Eliza stressed the need to move on the name change. It was decided that all choral members 
send their ideas to Eliza which will then be presented to the board. The board will come up with 
a short list on which the whole membership can vote at the Annual Meeting. 
 
END OF MEETING 
by Carol Weinrod-Velez , Secretary 


