
 
Grace and Spiritus Board Meeting Notes 

January 7, 2014, Tuesday 
By Deb Victoroff 

 
Review of Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
Eliza passed out the Agenda and a copy of the roster for Board Members to check 
names. 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 
 

Jason reported that he went to the Trinity Church performance of the Bach Cantata 
and that they did it well and at a fast clip. 
 

CONCERT COMMITTEE 
 

  JANUARY 2014 CONCERT: 
For G&S performance of the Bach, Pablo will be one soloist and the other solo will be 
performed by a student of Jason’s (Josh Arky?). 
 
Ellen asked if our venues for our concerts were set up and Dave Behl reported that 
the light bulbs had been changed at All Saints. 
 
Per Ellen, we will now have 2 receptions after our concert:  
adding one Friday night at St. Anne’s. 
 
  JANUARY 2015 CONCERT: 
Jason discussed the Grant proposal for January 2015. 
An idea would be to have a string quartet perform with the chorus. 
The concert would feature a Beethoven piece, 4 Brahms songs, and other pieces by 
living composers. 
 
All music will be secular and the concert would last about 50 minutes. 
The quartet would be paid, with musicians either from the String Orchestra of 
Brooklyn, or Nick Armstrong would put together a group from the Brooklyn 
Symphony. 
 
Jason will discuss with Nick another combined performance of G&S with the BSO. 
Perhaps Dona Nobis Pacem (V. Williams) or Belle Chasse Artistes (?). 
 
  SPRING CONCERT DATES: 
Dates for the spring concert are: Thursday May 1, and Saturday May 3rd.  The board 
discussed that this might pose a problem with attendance so it was suggested we 
query the G&S to see who can’t come and the possibility of having the concert on 
Friday and Saturday nights instead of on Thursday.  *****Liza will do this. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Denise said the she gets a notice from Pay Pal when people pay.  Liza said that 
Vertical Response also notifies her and also lets her know about ticket sales. 
Denise reported that we already have $250 in ticket sales. 
Ellen wants to be notified about donations. 
Denise will “download” money and deposit it to the bank (?) 
Ellen asked about the “Square” account.  She’s getting requests for payments via 
credit cards.  Will we be able to take credit cards at the door (at concert)? 
 
Liza says we can use the Square at the door.  Ticket sellers will need to 
download the app onto their phones to be able to do this. 
 
****(WHO WILL TELL THEM THIS and WHO WILL INSTRUCT THEM?) 
 

FALL FUNDRAISING 
 
Ellen reported that we are already just $88 short of $7000, which is good. 
Ellen said we need to be selective about whom to send invitations to. 
We sent out 500 envelopes requesting donations and got about 50 back. 
This does not include emailings. 
Denise said we need to separate general donors and Gala donors.   
Ask donors to identify to what they are donating in the memo line of their checks. 
Also need to differentiate when we do grants. 
 

GALA  
Ellen reports they had a great meeting on Monday night.  Chip Brenner made up the 
invitation and they changed the name of the Gala to: 
“Grace us with your presence and we will brighten your spirits” 
 
They will send out 500 invitations the Monday after our concert. 
Need to gather addresses from Chorus members. 
Ellen asked if we could get a commitment from chorus members to at least sell 2 
tickets.  The Board said we could ask. 
An Evite will also be sent out in February. 
 
Jason said the program needs to be determined and performers and groups need to 
be identified ASAP. 
Ellen says the Gala will feature about 45 minutes of performances and the program 
will be “Broadway to Bach” 
 
From 7 to 7:45 cocktails.  From 8 to 8:45: performances. 
At 9pm Silent Auction which will be over by 9:30pm.  Ellen said that we would 
need a pamphlet for the Silent auction. 
 
The Gala will end at 10pm.  Ticket price was reduced from $75 to $60. 
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Location for the Gala: Plymouth Church. 
Gala Date: March 7th. 
 
Ellen said that the Gala committee will put a Gala flyer in the Concert program.  
(Chip is making this flyer) 
Ellen said we also need a link on the website to buy Gala tickets  
****(AFTER THE CONCERT IS OVER) 
 
*****Liza asked for the text of the Gala announcement from Ellen (for the website). 
 
Goal of attendance is 120 (facility holds 250 people). 
Jason mentioned that even if we sell 200 tickets, that’s ok as people will buy tickets 
and not show. 
 
Denise informed board that the cost of the soloists would be between $600-650  
 
Denise reported that we have $7829 in the bank (this does not include $12 -1300 in 
checks which have not been added yet). 
Denise noted that we have already paid for the Carmina Burana scores so we will get 
that back. 
 
Ellen brought up the sad news that Jim Vizzini’s son passed away and what should 
we do for him.  ****The Board decided to offer a donation in the amount of $250 to 
an appropriate agency to be determined. 
 

GRANT NEWS 
Liza reported that we will hear about 2 grants that we applied to via the BAC as well 
as the NYC Cultural Affairs grant. 
 

PUBLICITY 
 
Liza sent post cards (regarding the G&S Concert) to 900 past donors or ticket buyers.  
Our intern will also be handing out cards this weekend and next.  Liza reported that 
550 programs have been ordered. 
 
Ellen reported that a past donor named Mindy Tarlov has been appointed to 
DeBlasio’s administration and she intends to send her an invitation to contribute 
and to attend the concert, which reflects the need to keep in touch with past 
donors/ticket buyers. 
 
Eliza reports that the PICO group has been a little disappointing in terms of advice.  
The Choral Group of America meeting that Eliza attended was very helpful. 
PICO did create a timeline for publicity which we are following. 
 
Ellen asked if Lainie has a mailing list we can use, Liza reported “Yes” and Lainie will 
do so. 
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Denise suggested that we start the concert 5 or 10 minutes later than the stated time 
to accommodate latecomers. 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Laura reported on attempts to clean up the Member Roster: it’s difficult to track 
people down and members don’t respond readily to requests for information so it 
has been a challenge to get a handle on who’s singing. 
 
Laura suggested that we state on the website that dues must be paid to be eligible to 
perform in the concert; that the ticket fee is NOT optional. 
 
Laura read a new letter to be disseminated before the next season begins, which asks 
for basic info from members and states G&S policies.  This sheet would be handed 
out or put on seats.  
 
Laura reiterated our plan to make members sign for music and to keep records of 
where music has gone with some board members or volunteers provided with lists of 
names of members in each section. 
 
Laura reported that the actual roster of active members is in the low 50s. 
 

NAME CHANGE 
 
Liza brought up changing G&S name. 
It was suggested that this idea be brought before the Chorus members. 
 
Names were suggested: The Voice of Brooklyn Chorale, Voices of Brooklyn Chorale 
and the Kings County Chorale. 
 
Board discussed how to broach the subject.  Jason suggested we “arm” ourselves 
with the reasons we want to do this and the Board suggested a few: 
G&S sounds like a church group (religious instead of being non-secular) 
We want to take advantage of our Brooklyn Identity. 
One word in the name is in Latin (Spiritus) and the other (Grace) is not: awkward. 
It would help the choir understand why we want to change the name if they 
understood where the G&S name came from. 
 
Jason suggested that we come up with a clearly defined time frame for the name 
change; that the new name should be decided by a certain date. 
 
Ellen asked when our AD campaign (for the Spring Concert) was going to start; Liza 
said Bill Parsons said he would start working on the AD campaign (selling ads for 
program for the concert) after our January concert. 
 
Ads should be in by the beginning of April. 
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Jason thanked the board for the progress we’re making in terms of the Gala 
Committee and the money that has been raised. 
 
The Board discussed having a donor’s cocktail party as early as April, or perhaps late 
May, and that we should invite some City Council people.  Didi Rick offered her 
home for the party. 
 
Liza reminded us that tickets to the concert are blue, yellow and white, that each 
member gets 3 yellow and 2 white and that the remaining yellow go to seniors and 
students. 
 
END OF MEETING. 


