
Grace and Spiritus Chorale of Brooklyn 
 
Board Meeting 12.3.13 
7 pm at Ellen Telzer’s home 
Minutes 
 
In attendance: Eliza Hicks, Denise Worker, Ellen Telzer, Pricilla Reichel, Dorothy Rick, Carol 
Weinrod-Velez, Gordon Reynolds, Alan Beck, Debra Victoroff, David Behl, Laura Brophy, Jason 
Asbury.   
 
The Director’s remarks: 
Jason Asbury 
The name of the January concert is “Music of Mid-Winter”. 
Review of the Brooklyn Library Concert - a success, but sections not balanced, in future will 
need commitment from chorus members to know in advance who will be singing. 
Music for Spring concert Carmina Burana is being ordered now to arrive by the end of January. 
There will be 2 pianos,4 percussionists and 6 soloists. Soloists will be Saint Ann’s students 
which will bring down the cost of the concert.  Lainie Fefferman our new composer for the winter 
concert is an artist in residence at Roulette. 
 
Eliza Hicks, President, presented a marketing report. She is continuing to work with Pekoe 
group. Stressed the importance of reaching out to friends a family as a major source of 
fundraising. She is hoping that we will get a good result from the friends letters that have been 
sent out by regular and email. She is very impressed with the intern hired to help out with 
marketing efforts. She is a graduate student with an interest in marketing. She will bring 
postcards to different neighborhoods (where we will be singing) to distribute to local businesses. 
More postcards are being made this year, we are applying for mailing discount  as non-profit 
organization.  
 
Laura asked if there could be space on the postcard for the next audition date.  
 
Eliza brought up for discussion a name change for the chorus. 
Some feel that the current name is “religious in nature” and does not reflect the secular chorus 
as it is today. Eliza read a long list of other chorus’ names. Ellen stated that she thought we 
should capitalize on the fact that Brooklyn has become the cultural center for music and art, 
make “Brooklyn” more prominent in the name. Jason said the goal is to begin next year with a 
new name. This will not be introduced to the members until after this season.  
 
Eliza brought up the subject of having a small group repertoire that would include known pieces 
and a few new ones to sing in various venues to represent the chorus and give us more 
exposure.  
 
Finance Report: 



Ellen Telzer spoke about where we should have the Gala. She has visited a few venues, some 
do not have a kitchen which would be problematic. Looking at the Plymouth Church as a 
possible space. Other ideas were suggested including BAM Cafe, Brooklyn Historical Society, 
Brooklyn Museum, Borough Hall. Ellen said that it would cost $1500.00 for the rental alone and 
probably about $1000.00 for the food, posters postcards, etc. to make the total budget for the 
Gala $2,500.00. The title agreed to was “It’s a Grand Night for Singing”. Tickets would be priced 
at $75.00 this year ($50.00 last year). Ellen is going to try to book a space for the last weekend 
in March. The silent auction raised a lot of money last year, there will be another this year and 
members are encouraged to offer what they can for the auction; some examples are time at a 
member’s home, tickets to shows, dinner at restaurant, etc. 
 
Ellen said that to date this year we have raised $1800.00, Denise said she thinks it is  $2650.00. 
Not all board members have made donations. We need 100% contribution, the amount  does 
not matter, what does is that every member contribute something. 
 
Eliza talked about grant applications including a Chase grant and a DCA grant for next winter’s 
concert. One grant application was completed this past Fall for next season’s Carmina Burana 
concert. 
 
Denise reported on the budget, handouts were distributed to members and reviewed. As of 
November the balance was 11,899.00. Having Saint Ann’s students as soloists and not having 
an orchestra will save about $1200.00. (See Budget handout.) Eliza asked what the Fall 
contributions were last year, if there was a way to get that information so that we can 
benchmark what we need to have by a certain date. Ellen said that because donations from the 
fall letters do not necessarily come in until after the fall, that it would not be possible to get a 
‘Fall” number, what would be possible is to keep track on a monthly basis. The subject of piano 
tuning was brought up, Jason said that we would not need to include piano tuning into the 
budget as this is done on a regular basis by the venue.  
Eliza went to LIU and St. Francis as venues for May concert: St. Francis at $3,500.00 for 2 
nights was over our budget. We have a grant for $5,500.00 for two performances. An idea for 
fundraising is to “sponsor a soloist, or timpanist” which would make contributors feel connected 
to something. Ellen and Jason talked about the possibility of having three performances for the 
May concert.  
 
Membership Committee report: 
Debra handed out a member questionnaire to sign up for very specific jobs they could do as 
opposed to making a long term commitment of joining a committee. This would engage the 
chorus and would be good for morale.  
Laura: Trying to get an accurate roster trying to narrow it down eliminating names of members 
who are not singing this year. She requested that section leaders can help identify who is not 
singing. 
Jason said board members could go to other choral groups performances as audience 
members to “spy” to see what  others are doing. 
 



Concert Committee report:  
David talked about looking for new and different venues asked asked everyone to think about 
places they know that might work for us. 
Gordon is designing the concert program and said that he needs information to be included by 
12/15/13. The program can include information about the Gala and cards to make donations. 
 
The  meeting concluded with Eliza asking if the next Board meeting date Tues. 1/7/13 was OK 
for everyone, everyone agreed The first Spring rehearsal will be Wed. 1/8/13.  
 
Carol Weinrod-Velez 
Secretary 
12.14.13 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


