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Grace Chorale of Brooklyn and The Congressional Chorus of Washington DC 
announce  

Let Justice Roll: A Choir Tour 
 

National Center for Civil and Human Rights, Atlanta, July 4 at 3:00pm 
Old Ship A.M.E. Zion Church, Montgomery July 5 at 12:00pm 
First United Methodist Church Birmingham, July 6 at 7:00pm 

 
 

In commemoration of the Red Summer of 1919, when deadly racial clashes and 
lynchings across the country led to the deaths of hundreds of people, mostly African-
Americans, as well as the destruction of thousands of African-American homes and 
businesses, Grace Chorale of Brooklyn and The Congressional Chorus announce a 
joint concert tour to Atlanta, Montgomery and Birmingham,  featuring William Grant 
Still’s “And They Lynched Him on a Tree” and other choral selections.  Let Justice 
Roll: Commemorating the Centennial of the Red Summer of 1919 is a reflection on 
race and the African-American experience in the United States. 
 
The Concert: 
The concert program will consist of four parts. The first section will feature a set of three 
African-American spirituals followed by William Grant Still's choral ballad, "...And They 
Lynched Him on a Tree." William Grant Still came to be known as the “Dean of 
American Negro Composers.”  The concept of a choral ballad on lynching in America 
originated with Charlotte Mason, the "Godmother" of the Harlem Renaissance, and 
Alain Locke, the head of the philosophy department at Howard University. Mason 
suggested that her niece, the poet Katherine Garrison (Biddle) Chapin, be approached 
about writing a libretto and Locke recommended that the great African-American 
composer William Grant Still compose the music. On 25 June 1940, this collaboration 
came to fruition when Still's And They Lynched Him On A Tree was premiered by the 
New York Philharmonic under the direction of Artur Rodzinski at Lewisohn Stadium in 
New York.  
 
The last two sections of the concert will feature music from the Civil Rights era and 
more contemporary pieces that express our hope for the future of race relations in the 
United States.   
 



 

 

Why this choir tour in 2019? 
 
The year 2019 marks the centennial of the Red Summer of 1919 when a series of 
deadly racial conflicts and lynchings in more than 30 American cities led to hundreds of 
people, most of them black, being killed or lynched, thousands of African-American 
businesses being destroyed and tens of thousands being forced to flee their homes.   
 
The Great Migration that began in 1910 involved the relocation of more than 6 million 
African-Americans who moved from the southern United States to the Midwest, West 
and Northeast over a 60-year period.  Spurred by limited economic opportunities, Jim 
Crow segregation laws, and violence and lynchings by the KKK, African-Americans 
found employment in industrial cities that were experiencing labor shortages due to 
World War I.  When soldiers returned from the war to major cities in the US, white 
workers in the North and Midwestern cities resented the African-Americans who were 
given jobs they once held in factories.  In addition, African-American soldiers did not 
receive the same benefits as white soldiers who fought in the same war.  Tensions 
reached a boiling point in May of 1919 when the first racially-motivated attacks began.  
The period from May to October of 1919 during which these racial conflicts occurred is 
referred to as the “Red Summer.” 
 
About Grace Chorale of Brooklyn 
 
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn is an 85-member chorus based in Brooklyn Heights 
dedicated to the performance and promotion of choral singing in Brooklyn. In this our 
42nd year, our concerts, performing partnerships, and educational outreach events 
continue to offer a wide variety of choral music to audiences throughout the Borough, 
and provide amateur singers of varied experience the opportunity to study the art of 
choral singing under the dynamic and professional leadership of Music Director, Jason 
Asbury, and Assistant Music Director, Matt Podd. 
 
For nearly a decade, Grace Chorale of Brooklyn has commissioned a wide variety of 
choral works by talented New York City composers as part of our mission to support 
living composers and expand the choral repertoire of the 21st century. The Chorale 
values our collaboration with them and the wonderful opportunity to breathe life into the 
work they compose for us.  
 
About Congressional Chorus 
 
The Congressional Chorus (CC), a multi-generational family of choruses reflecting the 
diversity of our nation’s capital, champions American music; promotes the choral arts 
through artistic excellence, innovative performances and active community 
engagement; and provides affordable music education and performance opportunities 
to aspiring singers of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
Since its founding in 1987 by Congressional staff who wanted to share their love of 
singing by reaching out to the local Capitol Hill community, the Congressional Chorus 
has grown into an organization performing a full season of concerts, providing 
educational programs reaching singers from ages 8 to 96, and serving members and 



 

 

audiences from throughout the metropolitan area. From an original membership of 13, 
the 150 members in today’s family of choruses includes a 100-member auditioned adult 
chorus, a 24-member a cappella chamber ensemble, American Youth Chorus (AYC), a 
40-member auditioned ensemble for children ages 8-14, and the NorthEast Senior 
Singers (NESS), a free musical engagement chorus for senior citizens.  The chorus 
promotes the expansion of American choral music by commissioning new works from a 
wide array of American composers, and by presenting multi-disciplinary concerts 
involving dance, poetry and spoken word artists that appeal to an audience of a wide 
range of ages and interests.  Although the chorus performs American music of many 
genres and time periods, its focus is on promoting new American choral works from the 
21st century. 
 
Appointed in 2006 as Artistic Director, David Simmons has focused on artistic 
excellence, multi-disciplinary programming, innovative collaborations, and audience 
cultivation, whether presenting Broadway highlights by Sondheim or introducing new 
21st century works by American composers. In addition to its annual public 
performances, the choruses have performed at the White House, the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, Harman Center for the Arts, Atlas Performing Arts 
Center, the Library of Congress, National Building Museum, National Archives, 
Washington Nationals’ Ballpark, the U.S. Department of State, and the U.S. Capitol, 
including two Presidential inaugurations. 
 

 
 
 


