
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn 
Board Meeting 
February 24, 2015 
7 pm 
Ellen Telzer’s apartment 
 
Minutes 
In attendance: Jason Asbury, Eliza Hicks, Deborah Victoroff, Carol Weinrod-Velez, Ellen Telzer, 
Priscilla Reichel, David Behl, Alan  Beck,  Brook Gesser, Gordon Reynolds, Dorothy Rick, 
Louise Parks. 
 
Music Director’s Report 
Jason started by saying that the chorus is in really good shape. We had a great recruitment 
period and added new members. We added tenors and sopranos. Eliza said that the exact 
number of members is now 72. Some members returned from leave. Jason said that we have 
new opportunities developing: “the word is out!”, we have an invitation to participate in an opera 
(Wagner- Tannhauser), El Museo del Bario, July/August 2015. It involves auditions. We were 
also invited to perform in Staten Island as part of a church concert series Sat. 5/16/15. Jason is 
working on this year’s “Brooklyn Sing”, possible dates 6/17/15, 6/24/15. He has met with other 
choral directors, talked about how to get the word out, with more publicity this year for a larger 
community of choral singers. 
  
Jason said that we have submitted a grant to the Dept. of Cultural Affairs for the Duke Ellington 
Sacred Music project (next year May, we will need to hire a full jazz band) and hope to get 10K. 
Jason is also planning a program of the Bach Christmas Oratorio Dec. of 2015, venues? 
Possibly St. Paul’s Church in Carroll Gardens? Deborah talked about the Brooklyn Historical 
Society as a possible venue. Jason said that is very expensive, and that church space rental is 
always more affordable. Louise said that she has a contact at Lincoln Center. There was a 
discussion about singing in Manhattan vs. Brooklyn as a Brooklyn based group. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Eliza handed out a spreadsheet of the 2014/2015 budget. She reviewed the budget, the bottom 
line is that we started out with a balance of 12K and ended with a current balance of 
$18,959.00.  
 
Financial Report 
Jason said that we had 3 big concerts this year. The String Orchestra of Brooklyn did a lot of the 
work for the Cavalleria Rusticana which made it manageable. We will need a cushion in this 
year’s budget to be able to do the Duke Ellington piece he has planned. 
 
Ellen said that last year’s Gala was a big success for fund raising. We will plan on one for this 
year in May. Broadway theme was suggested and all board members agreed. Jason will 
present the idea to all choral members at rehearsal  
 



Eliza said we raised 19K in the fall campaign vs. a 10K projection. We did well with individual 
donations and the ad campaign. We will be very proactive for the ad campaign this season. 
ELiza and Deborah talked about the donor party being successful last year and we will plan on 
another one this year. Didi agreed to host again. 
 
Membership Committee 
Deborah said that we are doing very well with membership dues this year with a larger group 
and member’s sending in their checks. Facebook is a great asset. We are encouraged all 
members to contribute posts, pics and videos and ask all of their friends to “like’ the GCB FB 
page. 
Jason and Eliza talked about Saturday workshops available from Vince Peterson to all choral 
members. Jason said we would have to be clear about our goals to make the most of them. 
Gordon said that he thinks a lot of people would be interested.  
 
Publicity Committee 
 
 
Concert Committee 
Eliza and Jason talked about our participation in The Events production at the NY Theater 
Workshop as an exciting opportunity. They also talked about collaborating with the BSO 
(Brooklyn Symphony Orchestra). We will split costs with them for the Brooklyn Museum concert 
in April 2015. As it will be in the large courtyard there is capacity for a large audience so more 
ticket sales. There will not be free tickets to choral members for this event, there may be a 
discount. Each member has paid for 3 tickets (included in dues) but there will be no ‘white 
tickets’. Member’s will need to pick specific date they want in advance, Eliza will announce at 
the next rehearsal and will have a sign up sheet.. Jason reviewed plan for our winter 205-2016 
concert (Bach Christmas Oratorio) and the Spring 2016 concert (Duke Ellington Sacred Music)..  
 
End of meeting. 
 
Post Script: follow-up 
The 2nd Annual Brooklyn Sing-in will be Wednesday June 17th at All Saints Church - in the 
evening. 
The Gala will be Friday May 8th at Grace Church. 
The Vince Peterson workshop will be planned for next Fall. 
 
 
 
 
 


