
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn
Minutes
Board Meeting 9.16. 2014
At Ellen Telzer’s Apartment
7 pm

In attendance: Jason Asbury, Eliza Hicks, Ellen Telzer, Alan Beck, Priscilla Reichel, 
Didi Rick, Gordon Reynolds, Debra Victoroff, David Behl, Carol Weinrod-Velez, Chip Brenner, 
Christine MacKellar, Brooke Gesser, Julia Taylor, Ira Cure.

Eliza handed out copies of the Agenda for the meeting.
Conflict of Interest Policy 
Eliza informed board that it has been recommended that we have a Conflict of Interest Policy. 
This subject postponed to the next meeting.

Music Director’s remarks:
Jason welcomed the members. He talked about the increase in the quality of singers resulting 
from the work the chorus has done for the past 2-3 years. He noted that we are also seeing 
an increase in the membership this year with some younger members. The chorus still needs 
tenors and basses. Jason thanked the board for the hard work that has brought the chorus to an 
exciting 2014- 2015 season. Jason talked about the success of the Brooklyn Sing in last June. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Eliza gave a brief financial report and passed around a handout. The opening balance this year 
is $10,715.66, last year it was $10,747.42. Everything is on track compared to last year. 

Fundraising Committee:
We received a $5K donation from Dale Ponikvar, which is the highest donation to date (highest 
had been 1.5K) board will seek to raise a challenge grant.  The new program will show this 
information so that donors will see chorus is receiving support at this level.
Ellen spoke about the success of the cocktail party and the possibility of doing this again this 
year. Eliza talked about the application for grants submitted to the Brooklyn Arts Council and 
the  NYC Dept. of Cultural Affairs. Ellen said that we will have an joint fundraiser with SOB in 
October specifically for the November concert. The goal is to raise $500 (around 30 donors).
For fundraisng beyond the SON concert Ellen is asking for board members to come up with total 
of 25 names of people who would donate in the amount of $200-300- The committee will try 
to get out a fundraising letter to ‘friends of’ in October. Jason said that we will need to raise an 
extra 10K for the BAM concert (rehearsals, space, concert).  

Membership Committee:
Debra talked about Julia’s successful efforts to bring in new members, especially younger 
singers. These included ads in Backtage and VAN (vocal area network). We have 6-7 new 



members and 10 singers scheduled to audition. Julia will be ‘Master of Facebook’ to increase 
publicity. Debra asked for a different communication system for board and chorale membership 
from email to another method.

Publicity: 
WQXR has chosen GCB to be mentioned on air as one of their picks for their STARS program 
Salute the Arts Initiative in which the station will have free promotional announcements of 
various cultural organizations. Eliza thanked Chip Brenner for the newsletter.

Concert Committee: 
Eliza spoke about the venues we are booking for concerts, we are having difficulty booking a 
date with St. Ann’s Church. Jason suggested we create a small group to offer to sing at one of 
the sunday services as a gesture of good faith. Tentative date 10/5/14. 
Eliza remarked that we need singers to commit as section leaders and board members 
suggested some names. We will outreach right away. Jason remarked that our season ends in 
April this year.

Tentative dates for next board meetings: October 21, and 12/16. 

END OF MEETING
by Carol Weinrod-Velez
Secretary

 


