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In commemoration of the Red Summer of 1919, when racial violence spread across 
the nation, Grace Chorale of Brooklyn announces its 2019 season: 
 

• A Conversation on February 19th with Cameron McWhirter, author of Red 
Summer: The Summer of 1919 and the Awakening of Black America. 

• A Concert on March 1st and 3rd featuring William Grant Still’s …And They 
Lynched Him on a Tree. 

• A Civil Rights Concert Tour to Atlanta, Birmingham, and Montgomery in 
July. 

 

 
 
 
This year marks the centennial of the Red Summer of 1919, when deadly racial clashes and 
lynchings across the country led to the deaths of hundreds of people, mostly African-Americans, 
as well as the destruction of thousands of African-American homes and businesses. It was a 
seminal period in United States history. The Great Migration had just begun, initiating the 
relocation north and west of six million African-Americans from the southern United States. 
Spurred by economic oppression and Jim Crow segregation laws, African-Americans found 
employment in Northern cities that were experiencing labor shortages due to World War I. 
However, returning white soldiers resented black Americans who had been given the jobs they 
themselves once held. African-American soldiers, in turn, resented their exclusion from the 



peacetime benefits enjoyed by white soldiers. Tensions reached a boiling point in the spring of 
1919 when the first racially motivated attacks began. Lasting from May through October, the 
period of these conflicts became known as the "Red Summer." 
 
Fast forward one hundred years – how have issues of race in America changed? The Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968 all led to reforms; 
however, many challenges remain, including the unwillingness to acknowledge the impact of 
lynching on our national conscience.  More than 4,700 people were lynched from between 1882 
and 1968, the vast majority of them African-Americans, and 99 percent of perpetrators were 
never brought to justice.  With nearly 200 unsuccessful anti-lynching bills introduced in 
Congress in the first half of the 20th century, the Justice for Victims of Lynching Act, which 
makes lynching a federal hate crime, finally passed the Senate in December 2018 and will be 
introduced in the House in the coming months. 
 
 
The Conversation  
 
In conjunction with Black History Month, Grace Chorale of Brooklyn presents: 
 
Commemorating the Centennial of the Red Summer of 1919, Cameron McWhirter, author of 
Red Summer: The Summer of 1919 and the Awakening of Black America, in conversation with 
David L. Smith. 
 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, 7:00pm 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
85 S. Oxford St, Brooklyn 
 
Admission is free to the public. 
 
 
The Concert 
 
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn's 2019 program, A Long Dark Shadow: Commemorating the 
Centennial of the Red Summer of 1919, brings together a diverse group of singers, musicians, 
composers, and conductors in a reflection on race and the African-American experience in the 
United States. 
 
The program consists of three parts beginning with the great African-American composer 
William Grant Still's choral ballad, ...And They Lynched Him on a Tree. This ground-breaking 
piece of music with libretto by the poet Katherine Garrison Chapin was conceived by eminent 
members of the Harlem Renaissance and premiered with the New York Philharmonic in 1940. 
The winter concert performances will include a small orchestra, mezzo-soprano Lucia Bradford 
as the mother of the lynching victim, and Joe Damon Chappel as the narrator. 
 
For this performance, Grace Chorale has partnered with the Brooklyn College Symphonic Choir 
and Conservatory Singers led by Director of Choruses Malcolm J. Merriweather. An esteemed 
conductor and soloist in his own right, Dr. Merriweather will conduct the combined choruses in 
their performance of the William Grant Still piece.  
 



The celebrated String Orchestra of Brooklyn led by Artistic Director Eli Spindel, will also be 
joining Grace Chorale in the concert. Known for its artistry and innovative programming, the 
String Orchestra of Brooklyn will accompany the choruses and perform an excerpt from Duke 
Ellington’s rarely heard suite, The River. 
 
Lastly, as part of Grace Chorale's commitment to commissioning new works, the concert will 
premiere a commissioned piece by two young composers from diverse backgrounds. After a 
national call for proposals for a collaborative piece examining the historical context of the Red 
Summer, as well as the subtle and less subtle ways in which racism manifests itself today, 
Flannery Cunningham and Tanyaradzwa Tawengwa were selected for their proposed oratorio, A 
Stone to the Head: The Death of Eugene Williams. 
 
Graduates of Princeton University's Department of Music, Tanyaradzwa and Flannery have 
composed a remarkable work invoking the words of contemporary African-American poet Angel 
C. Dye and the story of a young boy, Eugene Williams, who was struck by a thrown rock and 
drowned in the “white” waters of Lake Michigan in Chicago in 1919. 
 
A Stone to the Head: The Death of Eugene Williams will include several vocal soloists, spoken 
voice, and a small instrumental ensemble incorporating Southern African instruments. Jason 
Asbury, the Music Director of Grace Chorale will conduct. 
 
With joint choruses of 120 voices, 20 instrumentalists, 5 soloists, and two conductors, A Long 
Dark Shadow: Commemorating the Centennial of the Red Summer of 1919 reflects the 
ambitions of Grace Chorale to both expand its repertoire and its audiences. But, most 
importantly, the concert aspires to share – in music – this difficult history with the hope that we 
all might step forward with greater racial awareness and understanding. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Concert Tour 
 
Finally, on July 3-7, in a spirit of equal justice and reconciliation, Grace Chorale of Brooklyn 
will join forces with the Congressional Chorus, based in Washington D.C., for a concert tour to 
Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma, and Birmingham.  The choruses will perform three concerts: at the 
Center for Civil and Human Rights in Atlanta, the Old Ship AME Church in Montgomery, and at 
the First Church of Birmingham. Coinciding with Alabama's bicentennial anniversary as a state, 
the chorus will perform William Grant Still's …And They Lynched Him on a Tree for the first 
time in Montgomery, the home of the new National Memorial for Peace and Justice honoring 
those who were lynched in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn is an 85-member chorus based in Brooklyn Heights dedicated to the performance and promotion of 
choral singing in Brooklyn. In its 42nd year of concerts, performing partnerships, and educational outreach events, GCB offers a 
wide variety of choral music to audiences throughout the Borough, and provides amateur singers the opportunity to study the art 
of choral singing under the dynamic and professional leadership of Music Director Jason Asbury and Assistant Music Director Matt 
Podd. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn announces its 2019 Winter Concert 

Conceived and Directed by Jason Asbury, Music Director 
 

A LONG DARK SHADOW 
 Commemorating the Centennial of the Red Summer of 1919 

 
featuring 

…And They Lynched Him On A Tree 
by Composer William Grant Still (1895-1978)  

performed by 
 Grace Chorale of Brooklyn; Jason Asbury, Music Director 

Brooklyn College Symphonic Choir and Conservatory Singers;  
Malcolm J. Merriweather, Conductor;   

The String Orchestra of Brooklyn - Eli Spindel, Artistic Director 
with Malcolm J. Merriweather, Guest Conductor 

 
Duke Ellington’s The River 

performed by The String Orchestra of Brooklyn 
Eli Spindel, Artistic Director 

 
A Stone to the Head: The Death of Eugene Williams 

The Premiere of a new GCB Commissioned work 
by composers Flannery Cunningham and Tanyaradzwa Tawengwa 

Jason Asbury, Conductor 
 

Concert Dates:  
Friday, March 1st, 7:00 pm  

Sunday, March 3rd, 3:00 pm  
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church  

157 Montague St., Brooklyn 
 
 

Tickets will be available at www.gracechorale.org. 


